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                                       On February 25th and 26th, 2022, the Department of History, Loyola 
College (Autonomous) Chennai, conducted a two-day conference and inaugurated the Loyola 
Forum for Historical Research (LFHR). The theme of the conference was Echoing the Subaltern 
Voices at the National and the Regional Levels (Writings in Modern Indian History). 
                                       The conference began with the inauguration of the LFHR under the 
blessings of Rev. Dr .A. Thomas S.J, Principal of Loyola College, followed by Dr D. Anuradha, 
Head of the Department, introducing the theme of LFHR for this year. The Chief Guest was Mr 
Sainath Palagummi, Founder and Editor of the ‘People’s Archive of Rural India’. Professors and 
students of various colleges attended the inaugural session.  
 
                                     The LFHR’s first day had two sessions. Dr Neeta Khandpekar, Professor 
from the University of Mumbai, chaired the first session and discussed Exploring Subaltern 
Voices through Multiple Sources Channel, moderated by Dr P. J. Biju Joseph, Assistant 
Professor, Loyola College (Autonomous), Chennai. Dr M.N. Rajesh, Assistant Professor, 
University of Hyderabad, addressed the afternoon session on the Tibetan and Tibetan Resistance 
Movement, moderated by Dr I. Princes, Assistant Professor, Loyola College (Autonomous), 
Chennai. 
                                      The first day ended with a Special address given by Dr A. Gangatharan, 
Professor, Department of History, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, on History of Margins 
and the Quest for Identity: Was there a Paradigmatic Shift?. 
 
                                         The second day consisted of two sessions. Dr S. Chandni Bi, Associate 
Professor, Aligarh Muslim University, chaired the morning session and his address was on 
Understanding 'Subaltern' in Medieval South Indian History through Epigraphical Lens. Dr C. 
Lakshmanan, Associate Professor, Madras Institute of Development Studies, chaired the 
afternoon session and elaborated on the topic Icons and Ideals of the Subaltern; 
Understanding Myriad Forms of their Struggles. 
                                        Likewise, the second day of LHFR ended with a Special address given 
by Dr S. Anandhi, Professor, Madras Institute of Development Studies, on the topic Dravidian 
Feminism: Interpreting the Sudra-Subaltern Voices from Below. 
 

 



INAUGURATION 

                       The inaugural session of the LHFR started with the welcoming of Dr D. Anuradha, 
the Head of the Department by Mr A. Jeevith Anguram, Assistant Professor, Loyola College 
(Autonomous), Chennai. Dr D. Anuradha welcomed Rev. Dr A. Thomas S.J, Principal - Loyola 
College (Autonomous), the dignitaries, and introduced the theme for this year. The conference 
was felicitated by Dr A Thomas S.J., Principal, Loyola College (Autonomous), Chennai, he 
shared his thoughts on the theme and spoke a few words about the chief guest on how he spent 
his whole life for marginalised communities and their upliftment.  
                        Dr Bernard D’sami introduced the chief guest Mr P. Sainath, Founder and Editor, 
People’s Archive of Rural India, who worked tirelessly for reducing social and economic 
inequality. Mr P. Sainath started by saying, "If lions were historians the tales would not favour 
the hunter", which makes us realise that the historical works that we are coming across are 
subjective mostly. He shared a presentation titled  Tales of Freedom and its Foot 
Soldiers where he mentioned the unsung heroes of our freedom struggle like Hausabai who 
played a brave role in Sathara uprising, Captain Elder Brother, Bhagat Singh Jhuggian, Salihan, 
Ganapati Yadav, and Laxmi Panda. The Vote of Thanks was delivered by Mr J. Ranganathan, 
Coordinator, Department of History, Loyola College (Autonomous).  
 

Day 1:  

First Session  

                               Dr Neeta Khandpekar, Professor from the University of Mumbai, chaired the 
first session and she discussed Exploring Subaltern Voices through Multiple Sources 
Channel, moderated by Dr P. J. Biju Joseph, Assistant Professor, Loyola College (Autonomous), 
Chennai. The next talk was by Dr Neeta Khandpekar. Professors and Students of various 
colleges, including Loyola College, made paper presentations. Around 11 members presented 
papers on various topics related to Women's empowerment and LGBTQ rights. Mr Hareesh 
delivered the vote of thanks. 
Second Session 

                                 Dr M.N. Rajesh, Assistant Professor, University of Hyderabad, chaired the 
second session and his address was on the Tibetan and Tibetan Resistance Movement, 
moderated by Dr I. Princes, Assistant Professor, Loyola College (Autonomous), Chennai. After 
Dr M.N Rajesh’s talk, there were paper presentations by Professors and students of various 
colleges including Loyola College. Around 17 members presented papers on various topics 
related to migrants and refugees. Mr Muthuraman proposed the vote of thanks.  
 
 
 
 
 



Special Address 

                                         The first day of the LFHR conference ended with a special address by 
Dr A. Gangatharan, Professor, Department of  History, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi on 
the topic History of Margins and the Quest for Identity: Was there a Paradigmatic Shift? 
Ms A. KaroliyaJansi Rani, Assistant Professor, introduced the guest speaker and his 
achievements in the field of education. Dr Gangatharan spoke about the necessity of echoing and 
claiming the rights of the subalterns. Dr R. Xavier, Assistant Professor, Loyola College 
(Autonomous) proposed the vote of thanks. 
 
Day 2 : 

First Session 

                                        Dr S. Chandni Bi, Associate Professor, Aligarh Muslim University, 
chaired the first session. His address was on Understanding 'Subaltern' in Medieval South 
Indian History through Epigraphical Lens. Dr Arputha Selvi moderated the session. After a 
talk by Dr S. Chandni Bi, there were paper presentations by eight members on various topics 
related to the tribal community and other suppressed class and caste divisions. Mr Abdul Khadar 
delivered the vote of thanks.  
 
Second Session 
 
                                          Dr C. Lakshmanan, Associate Professor, Madras Institute of 
Development Studies, chaired the second session and spoke on Icons and Ideals of the 
Subaltern; Understanding Myriad Forms of their Struggles. Mr Ahilan Joe Woutres 
moderated the session. After Dr C. Lakshmanan’s talk, nine members made paper presentations 
on various topics related to Subaltern studies. Mr Jeevith proposed the vote of thanks.  
Special Session 
 
                                           The second day of the LFHR session ended with a special address by 
Dr S. Anandhi, Professor, Madras Institute of Development Studies, on Dravidian Feminism: 
Interpreting the Sudra-Subaltern Voices from Below. 
                                           Mr J. Ranganathan, Coordinator, Department of History, Loyola 
College (Autonomous) delivered the welcome address. Mr Ranganathan introduced the chief 
guest and her contribution to history, especially to gender relations. Dr S. Anandhi started her 
lecture with the importance of Dravidian Feminism and its stand against the right-wing Hindu 
politics and system. She also spoke about Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammaiyar and her role in 
liberating women and her stand against the Hindu stratification of people. 
                                          Finally, Dr D. Anuradha, Head of the Department of History, proposed 
the vote of thanks. She also thanked the college management, professors, and students for their 
active participation.  
 



Brochure of the Conference 

 

 



Invitation of the Conference 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


