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In view of bringing out the skills and talents of Transgender community to the 

mainstream, Puthiya Pathaiyil Thirunangaigal, Trans Olympic 2020 was organised 

by Loyola FM in collaboration with Sahodaran, ITI, & Thozhi. They programme was 

held on 14th of March, 2020 in Lawrence Sundaram Hall, Loyola College, Chennai.  

The inaugural session was begun with Tamil Anthem. Followed by a welcome dance 

by Ms.Vanitha & Ms.Vaishali. As light symbolises the source of goodness, Rev. Fr. 

Thomas SJ, the Principal of Loyola College, Mr. Sivakumar, the Programme Officer of 

TANSAC, Mr. G. Anandababu, the Police Inspector of Choolaimedu, along with some 

representatives from various transgender communities lighted the Kuthuvilakku.  

Rev.Fr. A. Irudhayaraj, the director of Loyola Community FM, delivered the welcome 

address and explained the aim  and purpose of Trans Olympic 2020. In his welcome 

address, he emphasised on unrecognised skills and potentials of transgenders. He stated 

that these unrecognised skills must be brought to lime light through programmes like 

Trans Olympic 2020. The programme would also enable the transgenders to gain new 

social identity, respect and equal human dignity. He also said that the Loyola College 



would always stand for the empowerment of the transgenders to bring transformation 

in their life.  

A symbolic Olympic torch was carried by five transgenders and handed over to Fr. 

Thomas SJ and Mr. Anandababu. Mr. Anandabau appreciated the initiatives taken by 

the Loyola College. He said that the police had adopted a befriending approach towards 

the transgender communities. Therefore, the transgenders must get rid of having 

animosity towards police officials.  

International Photographer, Dr. L. Ramachandran said that he personally learned the 

art of emotional expressions from one of his transgender friends. Transgenders had 

unparalleled ways of expressing human emotions. He advised the participants to choose 

a model and to become models in photography industry.   

The presence of Fr. Thomas SJ enthused participants. He said that from now onwards 

the transgender communities had begun new transformative journey. He was happy that 

their journey towards transformation had begun from Loyola Campus. He stressed upon 

availability of various opportunities for the transgenders in term of education and 

employment in Loyola College. He suggested that they had to utilise the opportunities 

to its full extent to excel in their future life. He assured that the Loyola College would 

introduce a special sports events for the transgenders from the next academic year 

onwards.  

Mr. Sivakumar, the Programme Manager of TANSAC,  appreciated all the endeavours 

taken by the Loyola College for the social transformation of transgenders. He also 

appreciated the police advocacy for understanding issues faced by transgenders.  

Dr. L. Chinnappan, Head of the Department of VISCOM, expressed that the Loyola 

FM would continue to sensitise the public to understand the transgenders through 

various awareness campaigns. It would also render material and economical help to the 

transgenders.  

First transgender councillor, Ms. Ria, encouraged the audience by sharing her political 

experiences. She mentioned that the rural people were to be sensitised to accept and 

recognise the transgenders. She also suggested that every transgender must strive for 

opportunities to improve their social status.  

Vote of thanks was delivered by, Kalaimamani, Ms.Sudha, she extoled that Loyola had 

taken timely initiative for the transgenders to overcome many hurdles and to make 

differences in the societies.  

Loyola Student, Ms.Swathi, read a poem written by Ms. Leka, Bangalore. 

tzf;fk;> 
kfspH jpdj;jpw;Nf chpa kq;iffs; ahH njhpAkh 
vdJ mUik jpUeq;if rNfhjhpfNs 
md;W ngz;ikia Ngzhj ftpQNd ,y;iy 
mr;rk; klk; ehzk; gapHg;G ntl;fk; espdk;  
vd;nwy;yhk; ftpQHfs; tHzpg;ghHfs; 
Mdhy; ,d;W ,it midj;ijAk;  
xU Nru nfhz;lts; ePjhNdh vd;W njhpfpwJ vdf;F 



vy;yh ngz;fSk;  
ml ehd; xU ehshtJ Mzhf gpwe;jpwf;F $lhjh 
vd;W epidg;ghHfs;  
MZf;Fg; ngz; epfH vd;W ngz;ikf;F GJ Ntlk; G+z;L  
gy ,lq;fspy; ngz;fs; jq;fis MzfNt rpj;jhpj;J tho;fpwhHfs; 
Mdhy; ngz;ikia Nerpg;gts; eP Rthrpg;gts; eP 
mij mZ mZthf mDgtpg;gtSk; ePjhd;  
cdf;F cjpf;Fk; xt;nthU jpdKk; kfspH jpdNk 
jiythw Neuk; ,y;yhky;  
jiytphpj;jhd; Nfhyk; G+z;L miyfpNwhk; ehq;fs; 
Mdhy; mofha; jiythhp  
new;wpapy; jpyfkpl;L xU jpUeq;if rNfhjhp nrhy;yf; Nfl;Nld; 
ehd; fhiy czNt ,y;yhky; $l ,Ue;JtpLNtd;  
Mdhy; vd; jiyapy; ky;ypifg; G+ kl;Lk; ,y;yhky;  
,Uf;fkhl;Nld; vd;W 
vd;d NeHj;jpahd Nriyf;fl;L cd;DilaJ  
vj;jid mofhd kbg;Gf;fs; mjpYz;L 
mJ vg;gb vy;yhtpj NriyfSk;  
nrhy; Ngr;rpf; Nfl;fpwJ cd;dplk; 
cd; ngz;ikia czHj;j eP gLk; ghL GhpfpwJ 
rKjhaNk rw;W Ghpe;Jnfhs;  
gpwg;ig Jwf;fpd;whs; FLk;gj;ij Jwf;fpd;whs;  
r%fj;ij Jwf;fpd;whs; md;igj; Jwf;fpd;whs;  
mutizg;igj; Jwf;fpd;whs; 
vy;yhk; vjw;fhf  
jd;id ngz; vd;W milahsg;gLj;jpf;nfhs;s kl;Lk; jhNd. 
cs; xd;W itj;J ntspnahd;W ebf;fj; njhpahj  
Ngijfs; mtHfs; 
ngw;NwhHfNs md;gpw;F mbikfs; mtHfs; 
gpwg;gpDila KO nghWg;Gk; cq;fSilaNj  
,ilapy; vq;Nfh fw;Wte;J Vkhw;wtpy;iy ck;ik 
ck; tpisahl;L ,iwtd; tpisahl;lhy;  
Vkhw;wk; fz;l Vkhspfs; mtHfs;  
jtiw ePq;fs; czHe;J nghWg;ig ifapy; vLq;fs; 
rhpj;jpuj;jpy; cq;fs; ngaiu nfhz;LNgha; NrHf;Fk; cq;fs; gps;is 
,ij ehd; rj;jpakpl;L nrhy;YfpNwd; 
me;j ngz;ikia Nghw;WNthk; tzq;FNthk; 
thotpLNthk; Kbe;jhy; thoitg;Nghk; 
rpwif tphpj;J gwf;fj;Jbf;Fk; mtHfis 
rpwnfhbj;J epw;ftplhjPHfs; 
vdJ midj;J jpUeq;if rNfhjhpfSf;Fk; 
kq;ifaH jpd ey;tho;j;Jf;fs; 
vd;nwd;Wk; md;Gld; 
Ngr;rhsH Nyfh> ngq;fSH 

 

After a short tea break, there was debate on Social Acceptance of Transgenders. The 

entire debate programme was run by transgenders. Kalaimamani, Ms. Sudha, 

moderated the session. Ms.  Malavika, Ms. Bara Bhabi, and Ms Karthika spoke for the 

social acceptance of the transgender by the public. Ms. Vaishnavi, Ms. Priya, and Ms. 



Sangari spoke against the social acceptance of the transgender by the public. The debate 

was ended with the strong note that the transgenders were not still accepted by the other 

members of societies.  

There was an interactive session between the students and the transgenders on the dais 

in the afternoon. Students asked their doubts and clarified their understanding of 

transgenders. They asked whether there was any imitative to prevent beggary and 

prostitution. The answer was that there would be gradual change. Once the social 

stigmatisation was eradicated, the social status of the transgenders would also improve. 

Transgenders ended up in beggary and prostitution because of social deprivation of 

employment and other livelihood supports. There was a question on understanding the 

problem of gender identity. The problem of gender identity was still unexplored. The 

gender identity crisis was a painful experience that every transgender underwent during 

their childhood. They experienced a lot of humiliation, gender discrimination and social 

isolation. They were rejected by their own family members during their childhood. The 

society had to understand the transgender with wider scientific perspective, especially 

the role of sex chromosome in determining one’s gender identity. The interactions were 

very informative and effective in bringing changes among the students’ perspective of 

transgenders.  

In the final session Hon. Judge. K. Rajasekar, member of State Legal Services Authority 

of Tamil Nadu, explained about the free legal help, rendered by State Legal Services 

Authority. Last year, the State Legal Services had received 7000 petitions from 

transgenders. Among them 1500 petitions were for change of names. 120 petitioners 

were granted patta. 255 petitioners were given vocational training. He insisted on more 

public awareness to recognise transgenders as third gender.  

Mr. Manimaran, Project Officer of TANSACS, said that there were 7 projects run by 

transgenders. The transgenders were being helped in terms obtaining official 

Government documents such as Aadhar, Ration card, and insurance. They were also 

supported by various HIV prevention programmes and skill development programmes.   

The Loyola College handed over some requests for the welfare of transgenders to Dr. 

J. Radhakrishnan I.A.S., the Chief Secretary, State Relief and Revenue Commissioner 

and Ms. Madhumathi, State Social Welfare Secretary. The requests were as followed,  

1. Reservation for transgender in education and employment.  

2. Monthly pension for transgenders aged over 35years instead of 40 years.  

3. Availing livelihood support for transgenders in their neighbourhood and native 

environment.  

4. Training interested transgenders to participate in Olympic games.  

Dr. J. Radhakrishnan, I.A.S, stated that the Tamil Nadu Government had been 

pioneering in undertaking  so many initiatives for the welfare of the transgender 

communities in national level. He assured that all the above requests would be 

discussed in respective official forums and they would be fulfilled. He requested all the 

audience to be aware the Corona Disease. He insisted on practicing personal hygiene 

especially hand wash would prevent 80% chance for the spread of the disease.   



Ms. Mathumathi, I.A.S., State Social Welfare Secretary, shared that ther was a 

consistent fear and stigmatisation in the society regarding transgenders. She appreciated 

all their efforts to strive for achieving in life. The Tamil Nadu Government always 

prioritised UN sustainable development goal, “Leave no one behind”. The State 

Government had issued 4000 Government ID proofs for transgenders. It had undertaken 

a census for transgenders. After completion of the census, the State Government would 

formulate new schemes for the welfare and empowerment of transgenders. She advised 

that transgender groups must be formed. Through groups skill development and 

residential training would be given.  

Prizes were distributed for Rangoli and Drawing Competitions. In Rangoli competition, 

3rd prize went to Ms. Ponni, 2nd prize went to Ms. Kamali and 1st prize went to Ms. 

Durgashree. In Drawing Competition, 3rd prize went to Ms. Priyanka, 2nd prize went to 

Ms. Anjali and 1st prize went to Ms. Kanjana. 

Actor Mr. R. Parthiban introduced Ms. Maya, a trans actress in his future movie. He 

said that there was a need for collective responsibility for the upliftment of transgender 

communities.  

The Chennai Police donated two street food stalls for Ms. Ruba Kala and Ms. Mohana 

Prabha. 

Finally, the elders of transgender communities, namely Ms. Sundari, Ms. Anbu, Ms. 

Sailaja, Ms.Kokila, Ms. Jothi, Ms. Dhanam, and Ms. Uma, were gratefully remembered 

and honoured. Ms. Jaya delivered the Vote of Thanks, followed by National Anthem.  


