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On the eve of World Environment Day, the Department of Environment and Climate Change, selected 
Fr Dr S. Maria Packiam SJ, Director, Entomology Research Institute (ERI), Loyola College, Chennai with 
Environmentalist Award for his contribution on creating environmental awareness and education. He was 
awarded with Sutru Suzhal Sudaroli Virudhu“ Minister Siva. V. Meyyanathan, at Tamil Nadu Pollution 
Control Board (TNPCB), Chennai.

Tiruvannamalai, June 7:
Collector B. Murugesh has 

issued forest title rights to 1,021 
tribals and other traditional forest 
dwellers in the Jawadhu Hills of 
Tiruvannamalai so far as part of the 
implementation of the Scheduled 
Tribes and Other Traditional Forest 
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 
Rights) Act, 2006, which is also 
referred to as the Forest Rights 
Act (FRA).
Officials of the Department of 

Adi-Dravidar and Tribal Welfare 
said that a total of 39,522.23 
hectares of forest land will be 
covered under the initiative, as 
beneficiaries can do farming and 
also collect minor forest produce 
on these forest lands. “Some of 
the minor forest produce that can 
be collected on allotted forest land 
includes Indian gooseberry, ‘haritaki’ 
(Kadukai), ‘soapnut’ (Pundhikottai), 

tamarind, and honey,” Mr. Murugesh 
said.
Murugesh had organised 25 

district-level committee meetings 
to discuss forest title rights for 
tribals and other forest dwellers. 
Subsequently, beneficiaries were 
identified for forest title rights.
Alongside, those applications 

that are initially rejected for forest 
title rights will be scrutinised by 
an expert team formed by the 
Collector to provide title rights 
to genuine applicants. The team 
includes the Revenue Divisional 
Officer (RDO) Arani, District Tribal 
Welfare Officer (Tiruvannamalai), 
and Tahsildars for Adi-Dravidar, 
Tribal Welfare, and Jamanamarathur 
taluk.
Under FRA, tribals who have 

been residing in the forests prior 
to December 13, 2005, and non-
tribals who have been residing in 
the forests for three generations, 
i.e., for 75 years as of December 
13, 2005, should be given Title 
Rights. Implementation of this law 
is monitored by the committees 
headed by the Chief Secretary at 
the State-level, Collectors in the 
districts, and Revenue Divisional 
Officers at the sub-divisional level
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Chennai, June 7:
Annai Veilankanni’s 

College for Women, 
Saidapet, NSS Unit I 
and II and Eco Club 
organized a Programm 
commemorating World 
Environment Day in 
Paloor D. Sabarianantham 
Asan Auditorium,
D r . S . D e v r a j ,  t h e 

C h a i r m a n ,  A n n a i 
Veilankanni’s Group of 
Educational Institutions 
addressed the gathering 
and created awareness to 
students about keeping 
the environment clean 
and safe from pollution. 
Followed by Dr.D. 

Vimala Principal of 
A n n a i  Ve i l a n k a n n i 
Col lege for Women 
created awareness among 
students that Plastic bags 
are a very big threat to 
the environment. Plastic 
bags are widely used 
as they are important 
industrially and are also 
cheap. However, years of 
using plastics are now 
showing their effects on 

World Environment Day at Annai Veilankanni’s College

Chennai, June 7:  
The Latin American 

Caribbean Trade Office 
(LACTC) in association 
with the Indian Economic 
T r ad e Org an i z a t i o n 
inaugurated its office in 
Chennai which was well 
attended by the Business 
community in Tamil N−du 
state and other parts of 
India. The Ambassador of 
the Republic of Jamaica 
His Excellency Jason Hall 
and the newly Installed 
Chairman of the LACTC 
Hon. Rajesh Chandan 
inaugurated the office 
in Chennai headed by 
the dynamic team of 
specialists in international 
business sectors.   
The objective is to 

help promote economic 
cooperation and strengthen 
the ties between the 
world’s largest agricultural 
c o u n t r y  a n d  L a t i n 
American nations.   
 “I’m very excited as I 

can see a lot of potential in 
Latin American countries 
to bring trade to India and 
in India to take a lot of 
trade to Latin America,” 
says HE Jason Hall, 
Ambassador of Jamaica 
who f ee l s Jamica’ s 
strategic location could 
be a delight for Indian 
corporates to do business 
there as it’s a excellent 
tourist destination for 
Indians. The delegation 
from India is slated to 
visit the beautiful region 
of the Caribbean region 
in 2023.  
“ Jama i c a ha s go t 

a comp le t e r e l axed 
work culture and it’s 
a very peaceful place. 
For somebody who’s 
interested in resorts and 
hotels, it offers great 
opportunities. There are a 
lot of hotel and hospitality 
investment opportunities. 
Education too is a very 
imp segment there as 
there’re a lot of Indian 
students in medicine. 
Various prospects to get 
engaged with Jamaica,” 
adds the President of the 

Jamaica Ambassador Hall opens Latin 
American Caribbean Trade Office

Indian Economic Trade 
Organization, Dr. Asif 
Iqbal who was at the 
event.  
 “We will have a lot 

to promote India and 
its leadership program 
especially in Knowledge 
exchange, human capacity 
building and exports of 
Agriculture produce with 
focus on food processing 
sectors which have a great 
scope in Latin America” 
said the Chairman Hon. 
Rajesh Chandan.   

The Delegation from 
other Latin American 
countries are expected 
to visit Tamilnadu in 
2023 and sign MOU’s 
with various pharma 

and IT companies. The 

off ice of the Lat in 

Amer ican Car ibbean 

Trade will facilitate these 

mechanisms.  

the environment. The 
piles of non-degradable 
waste that have been 
c r e a t e d so f a r  a r e 
polluting the air, water, 
soil, and every other 
component of nature. 
It is high time that we 
become aware of this 
menace and contribute 

towards banning plastic 

globally. Only then, we 

will be able to save our 

earth from choking to 

death. 

The vote of thanks was 

proposed by  B. Mallika, 

Vice Principal and NSS 

coordinator Unit I.


